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Energy  Conservation 

agency:  Small  Business  Administration. 
action:  Advance  notice  of  proposed 
rulemaking. 

summary:  a  recent  Executive  order 
requires  agencies  to  publish  proposed 
regulations  requiring  the  conservation  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  in  programs 
receiving  Federal  financial  assistance. 
The  Small  Business  Administration  may 
propose  regulations  or  take 
administrative  action  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  Executive  order. 
DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  July  7, 1980. 

ADDRESS:  Send  comments  to:  Edward 
Starr,  Economist,  Office  of  Policy 
Analysis  and  Review,  Small  Business 
Administration,  Washington,  D.C.  20416. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Edward  Starr,  653-7482. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The 
Small  Business  Administration  intends 
to  propose  rules  and  take  administrative 
actions  designed  to  promote  energy 
conservation.  Among  these  initiatives 
are  the  following  proposals: 

1.  Establish  new  procedures  for  using 
life-cycle  costing  in  assessing  loan 
applications  for  energy  conservation 
purposes.  By  shifting  to  life-cycle 
costing,  the  probability  that  any  given 
energy  conservation  loan  request  will  be 
granted  may  rise.  (The  magnitude  of  the 
increase  cannot  be  easily  estimated.) 

2.  Establish  new  procedures  by  which 
SBA’s  regional  and  district  offices  will 
become  more  active  in  working  with  the 
small  business  community,  on  the  state 
and  local  level,  towards  the  goal  of 
energy  conservation.  For  example,  SBA 
could  sponsor  or  participate  in 
workshops,  seminars,  and  “energy 
fairs,”  designed  to  educate  and  assist 
small  business  concerns  with  respect  to 
energy  conservation. 

3.  Give  greater  visibility  to  the  uses  of 
SBA’s  financial  assistance  program  for 
the  purposes  of  energy  conservation.  For 
example,  a  carefully  crafted  and 
selectively  targeted  public  information  • 
effort  could  increase  the  utilization  of 
SBA  financial  support  programs  and 
refocus  them  towards  energy 
conservation  and  the  production  of 
renewable  energy  sources.  Members  of 
the  public  are  invited  to  submit 
comments  or  information  to  SBA 
pertaining  to  the  initiatives  announced 
in  this  notice.  Comments  or  information, 
or  requests  for  further  information  about 


these  initiatives  should  be  subitted  to: 
Edward  Starr,  Economist,  Office  of 
Policy  Analysis  and  Review,  Small 
Business  Administration,  Washington, 
D.C.  20416,  (202)  653-7482. 

Dated:  May  2, 1980. 

A.  Vernon  Weaver, 

Administrator. 
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